 Council

2nd March 2010

WALKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
2ND MARCH 2010
VILLAGE HALL, WALKINGTON

Present: Councillors D Drew (Chairman), C Acum, C. Dixon, N Dunning, K. Hearne, Mrs Hird,  J. Johnson, G. Southern, Mrs V. Swann and J. Thomson.
Ward Councillor Pollard.
Also present: J Smith (Clerk)
An apology for absence was submitted from Councillor J Drew.
337.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
338.
CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS - The Chairman referred to recent break-ins in the village and stressed the need for residents to be vigilant about unsolicited callers offering to carry out services to their property. The Chairman also reported that he had received a telephone call from a resident regarding the condition of Broadgates playing field and that he had informed the caller that the land is not owned by the Parish Council and therefore all this Council could do was to continue to make representations to East Riding Council (as owner) that they request the lessee (Mill Lane Football Club) to maintain the land. 

Resolved – That a further letter be sent to East Riding Council requesting that as owner of the land they should tell Mill Lane Football Club that it has responsibility to tidy up the playing field and the car park on match days to ensure that no rubbish is left lying around, as the rubbish causes a mess in public areas, notably the adjoining bottle bank area.
339.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – No items.
340.
MINUTES - Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on           2nd February 2010 having been printed and previously circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



MATTERS ARISING

341.

Local Transport Plan 3 (2011-2026) – Further to Minute 313 East Riding Council had confirmed that the Parish Council’s comments would be taken into consideration at the appropriate time.


Resolved – That the report be noted.
342.
Broadgates Playing Field – Maintenance Issues – A Member referred to Minute 304 and queried whether Councillor Pollard might be able to assist the Parish Council in obtaining from East Riding Council a copy of the lease of Broadgates playing field which had been requested previously. 


Resolved – (a) That a copy of the relevant emails to requesting a copy of the lease be forwarded to Councillor Pollard to enable her to pursue the request on the Council’s behalf, and (b) that a representative of Mill Lane Football Club be invited to attend the Parish Council meeting to be held on 4th May 2010 to discuss the concerns regarding the maintenance of the playing field.
343
Dropped Kerbs - Further to Minute 305 it was reported that East Riding Council had indicated that it expected that the installation works should be completed by 31st March 2010. Councillor Pollard reported that the work’s had started. A Member expressed his disappointment that the work had started in the village and not outside Innisfail which the Parish Council had raised as a safety issue

Resolved – That East Riding Council be reminded that the priority area on safety grounds is outside Innisfail and that a copy of the previous email be forwarded to Ward Councillor Pollard so that she can also raise the matter on the Parish Council’s behalf.
 344.
Routine Matters - Grass Verge at East End – Further to Minute 335 the owner had confirmed that he would be taking steps to curtail customers from going on to the verges.


Resolved – That the report be noted.

345.
Routine Matters – Dog Litter – Further to Minute 335 it was reported that a request by a Member regarding the need for the warning signs on lamp posts in Megson Way to be replaced had been referred to the Animal Warden Service, East Riding Council.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
346.
Routine Matters – Grass Verge in Townend Road – Further to Minute 335 it was reported that the grass verge had been repaired.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
347.
Routine Matters – Dangerous Electricity Manhole Cover – Further to Minute 335 it was reported that the manhole cover had been repaired.

Resolved – That YEDL be thanked for their prompt attention.

348.
COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS – The crime figures for February 2010 had been received from the Police and were reported orally. Members’ attention was drawn to the new publication by the Police ‘Parish/Town News – Beverley Rural’ which would be issued each month and which gave more detail of crime incidents in the Beverley Rural ward area. It was also reported that correspondence had been received regarding a national retailer repeatedly disregarding the weight limit on the B.1230 Road over High Hunsley. The matter had also been reported direct to the Police by the correspondent.

Resolved – (a) That the reported breach of the weight limit be referred to the Police to take any appropriate action, and (b) that the Police be asked to consider placing an article in the Village Newsletter giving an abbreviated note of the incidents now reported in the Police Newsletter.


EAST RIDING COUNCIL MATTERS
349.

Members’ Register of Interests Form – A letter dated 11th February 2010 from East Riding Council was submitted drawing attention to the desirability for Members to complete a Register of Interests Form on an annual basis and suggesting that an item should be included in an Agenda for that purpose. The letter also informed Members of the need to register if they were members of a Parochial Church Council. The Clerk and Councillor Swann had attended the recent training event on the Code of Conduct organised by East Riding Council and no issues had been raised requiring attention by Members.


Resolved – That an item be included on the Agenda at each Annual Meeting of the Parish Council inviting Members to update their Register of Interests Form.

350.

Standards Committee – Nomination of a Parish Council Representative – Further to Minute 315 it was reported that East Riding Council was inviting nominations for appointment as a Parish Council representative on the Standards Committee.


Resolved – That invitation be noted.

351.

Community Pay Back Scheme – Further to Minute 306 Councillor Hearne reported orally following a meeting with Mr S Merrick, Humberside Probation Trust on 11th February 2010 regarding the possibility of the Community Pay Back scheme being used to carry out works at the Memorial Wood or clearing overgrowth in the field at the back of the playing field. Mr Merrick had indicated that there were a number of issues regarding transport arrangements, the provision of equipment and access to toilet facilities which would have to be considered and that he would contact the Clerk to the Council in the event that the scheme could be used for the tasks suggested. It was reported that a wooden bollard was missing from the access to the picnic area at Fryars Copse.

Resolved – (a) That the report be noted, and (b) that arrangements be made to replace the missing bollard.
352.

Response on Planning Decisions – Further to Minute 317 Ward Councillor Pollard referred to the letter she had sent to the Parish Council explaining the decisions by Members of the Planning Sub-Committee on two recent planning applications in the village and answered questions regarding the decision process. Councillor Pollard indicated that the minutes of the Planning Authority always recorded the reasons for a decision. Members expressed concern that planning applications should not be determined according to planning policy. 

Resolved – That the report be noted and that the Clerk obtain copies of the relevant decisions of the Planning Authority in circumstances where an application is approved contrary to a recommendation of the Parish Council for report to the Parish Council.
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
353.
Applications Received – Resolved – That comments be forwarded to East Riding Council on the application received as set out below:
	Application


	Comments

	(1)
Eastwood, Broadgates - Erection of extensions and alterations to existing dwelling (Ref 10/00673) 


	Recommend approval as the proposals will be an improvement  


354.


Comments submitted to Planning Authority since the last meeting – Resolved – That it be noted that following consultation with Members the following comments had been submitted since the last meeting on the application listed:

	Application


	Comments

	(1)
1 Ferguson Road - Replacement of flat dormer roofs with pitched roofs (Ref 10/00380)

	No observations  


355.
 Decisions Received – Resolved – That the decision of East Riding Council on the applications set out below be noted:
	Application


	Decision

	(1)
56 West End – Retention of detached garage (ref 10/00097)
	Approved



	(2)
12 Hall Walk – Erection of single storey extensions to front, side and rear (ref 09/04838)

	Approved



	(3)
3 Ferguson Road – erection of porch to front, roof alterations and extension to dormer at front and roof alterations to dormer at rear (Ref 10/00101)
	Approved


 
TREES 
356.
Decisions – Resolved – That the decision of East Riding Council on the applications set out below be noted:

	Application


	Decision

	(1)
3 Gardham Close – To fell an Ash tree at rear in the interests of safety

	Approved



	(2)
The Old Rectory, 8 East End – To fell and prune trees (ref STA 6842)
	Approved


357.

EAST RIDING COUNCIL DRAFT TOURISM ACCOMMODATION GUIDANCE – CONSULTATION – East Riding Council had invited comments by 26th March 2010. The document was handed to Councillor Hearne to peruse. Concern was expressed that in responding to a query regarding tourist accommodation available in the village the East Riding Tourist Information Office had not supplied details of all accommodation providers.


Resolved – That the document be received.


ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

358. 
Income - Resolved - That it be noted that no income had been received since the last meeting of the Council.
359.

Balances - Resolved – That it be noted that the bank balances at 12th February 2010 amounted to £30,655.14 but that did not take into account any expenditure committed from the previous year or anticipated during the current year or the income reported at this meeting.  

360.

Payment of Invoices - Resolved – That the following payments be approved:



£


D Drew (Chairman’s expenses)
150.00 


J Smith (use of equipment - £313.00; telephone costs - £52.44; office allowance- £250,
477.84

               mileage £24.00 and postages £13.50, tax refund adjustment £-175.10)


Allianz Insurance – additional premium
50.26


Pestarrest
   40.00

361.

ACCOUNTS 2008/09 AND DRAFT ANNUAL RETURN AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT - A report was submitted indicating that this year the Annual Return had to be submitted to the Audit Commission by 5th May 2010. In order to meet that tight timescale the Clerk had discussed the appropriate audit arrangements with the Internal Auditor and accordingly draft accounts of the Council for the year ending 31st March 2010 were submitted which had been prepared taking into account all anticipated income and expenditure to the year end. The Clerk advised Members of changes since the report had been published. Overall, the Council had a deficit of £5,854.32 in the year. Details of income and expenditure were attached together with bank reconciliation schedules showing balances at 12th February 2010 and the anticipated balances at 31st March 2010 of £31,586.11. That sum had to be offset by commitments totalling £2,317.35. Whilst the Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement would be submitted for signing off at the next meeting of the Parish Council on 6th April 2010 a copy of the draft Return and draft Statement were attached for information in advance of that meeting.



Resolved – That subject to the incorporation of the amendments now reported the accounts for 2009/10 be approved and a final copy taking account of the bank balances at   31st March 2010 be submitted to the next meeting.

MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS
362.
Playing Fields Association – A letter dated 21st February 2010 was submitted updating Members regarding the work to the children’s park, the receipt of a grant to allow the Association to hold events to attract the community to use the facility and also seeking the Council’s views on a proposal to hold floodlit play evenings for one week only in Spring and in Autumn to allow play until no later than 9.00pm.


Resolved – That the proposal to use temporary floodlights on an occasional basis be supported but that Association be advised to check that no planning permission is necessary.

(Councillors Dixon, Dunning and Hearne declared an interest in the following Minute 363 as the representatives of the Parish Council on the School Hall Management Committee and remained in the meeting.)

363.
School Hall Management Committee – The Agenda for the meeting held on            2nd March 2010 and the minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2009 were circulated at the meeting. A letter from the Secretary to the Management Committee dated 2nd March 2010 regarding public liability insurance and the free use policy was circulated at the meeting. A Member confirmed that the use of the Hall was insured for public liability; that the Management Committee had not yet received the invoice for the chairs to enable the Parish Council grant to be paid, and also that the Hall was fully booked. A Member queried whether the booking form made it clear to hirers of the Hall hat any electrical equipment used would need to be PAT tested and also stated that the Youth Club was in need of storage space. Councillor Dunning undertook to check the situation regarding the Booking Form and the use of electrical appliances and also to enquire whether any storage space could be made available to the Youth Club.

Resolved – That the reports be noted.
364.
Youth Club Committee – A Member reported that the Youth Club had reopened on 15th January 2010 and that the numbers attending were slightly down on what they were last year.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
365.
Village Community Safety Working Group – A copy of the Members’ Emergency Plan file was distributed to those Members who had not been present at the previous meeting. A Member queried whether the situation regarding internet access in the Village Hall had been sorted. The Clerk undertook to make some enquiries with East Riding Council.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
366.
VILLAGE ROADMAN – Further to Minute 329 the Clerk suggested that it might be appropriate to defer this matter until the May 2010 meeting to allow time for further information to be available. 

Resolved – That this item be deferred pending the receipt of further information.
367.
STAFF SALARIES - A report was submitted on the salaries of the Clerk and Cleaner for 2010/11. 


Resolved - (a) That the normal advancement of the Clerk to Spinal Column Point 25 (£5,874.36) from 1st April 2010 be approved, and 

(b) that the Cleaner’s salary be increased to £680 per annum from 1st April 2010 and that the current allowance for materials remain unchanged.

368.
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) That the correspondence set out below be received:


(a)
East Riding of Yorkshire Council:

(i)   
Parish News – February 2010
(ii)
SureStart – ‘Hand in Hand’ publication Winter 2010
(iii)
Electoral Register – Update
(iv) 
Council Summons for meetings on 11th and 24th February 2010
(v)
Rough Sleeping Survey – 17th March 2010
(vi)
Beverley Neighbourhood Action Team Agenda for 24th March 2010
(b) 
Humberside Police:
(i)   
Parish/Town News – Beverley Rural

(ii)
Police and Partners Community Forum – Agenda for 16th March and Minutes of 19th January 2010
(iii)
Humberside Police Authority Newsletter – January 2010
(c)
Local Councils Update – That East Riding Council be asked whether it applied for funding for Green Buses
(d)
Humber & Wolds Rural Community Council – Humbrella Newsletter for Winter 2010

(e)
Humber Playing Fields Association – The Playing Field Newsletter – Winter 2010.
(f)
Spinal Injuries Association – Great British Fish and Chip Supper fundraising event – 21st May 2010 – To be referred to the Village Newsletter.
369.
LITTER – A Member referred to discussion at previous meetings regarding litter being dropped along the roadside from Autherd Garth to Broadgates and reported that there were no waste bins from the traffic lights to Broadgates. A Member reported that every Saturday morning he and his wife picked up litter from the bridge over the main road to Autherd Garth and that amounted to 2 plastic bags full every week and suggested that providing bins was unlikely to change the behaviour of those who simply discarded their waste. A Member suggested that the school might be approached regarding a competition for children to design a poster for an anti litter campaign. Members were reminded that the Council had only recently written to the local school regarding the amount of litter dropped along the route to school.


Resolved – That East Riding Council be approached regarding the possible re-siting of the relatively unused waste bin alongside the bus stop near Autherd Garth to a position in between the traffic lights and Megson Way, near the new fence on the right hand side of the road towards Beverley.
370.

ROUTINE MATTERS - The following matters were briefly discussed:

· Extensions to properties where the Parish Council has not been consulted on any planning application – That the position in respect of the property now mentioned be checked with East Riding Council.
· Monitoring of 40mph Speed Limit – That the Police be asked whether they are issuing fines to people breaching the new speed limit.

· Redyats Footpath – Old Tree Branches – Councillors Hearne and Mrs Swann had previously undertaken to prepare a list of hedgerows maintained by the Parish Council which are in need of cutting back to enable an order to be placed with       Mr R Wright. 
· Vehicles Parking across Footpath/Cycleway – That a letter be sent to the occupiers of 1-6 Maple Cottages, Broadgates advising them that the Police have been advised of the problems caused by vehicles blocking the footpath/cycleway. 
· Potholes – That East Riding Council be asked what its policy is on repairing potholes throughout the village.
· Miscellaneous highway matters previously referred to East Riding Council - That the following matters be referred again to East Riding Council:
1. 
The concealed entrance sign at East End has been pulled out of vertical and needs repositioning; 

2. 
A number of the white plastic triangular shaped bollards signalling concealed garage drives have been pulled out of the ground and do need replacing &/or putting back into the ground; 
3. 
The four keep left signs at the entrance to Broadgates estate were pulled over and twisted around. These have been turned around to face the correct way but may have been damaged, and 
4.
A number of cats-eyes have been displaced in and around these traffic islands and signs.

371.
TIME OF NEXT MEETING – The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on        6th April 2009 in the Village Hall on the rising of the Annual Parish Meeting which commences at 7.30pm.
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