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2nd February 2010

WALKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
2ND FEBRUARY 2010
VILLAGE HALL, WALKINGTON

Present: Councillors N Dunning (in the Chair), C. Dixon, K. Hearne, J Johnson, G. Southern and Mrs V. Swann. 
Also present: J Smith (Clerk)
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors C Acum, D Drew, J Drew, Mrs Hird and J. Thomson and Ward Councillor Pollard.
299.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
300.
CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS - The Clerk reported that the Chairman would be accepting an invitation from Rowley Parish Council for the Chairmen of Rowley, Skidby and Walkington Parish Councils to jointly discuss traffic speed issues arising from those villages being used as a cut through to the A.164 Road. 

Councillor Dunning reported, further to Minute 276, that he and Councillor D Drew had attended the public session held at Leconfield on 28th January 2010 and updated Members regarding the Environment Agency’s draft River Hull Flood Risk Management Strategy and circulated plans showing the River Hull flood plain. He reported that this was a very serious issue for areas within the flood plain and that it was important that the Parish Council monitored the situation closely and continued to give support to East Riding Council in its objections to the proposals. During the discussions at the Leconfield meeting the following comments had been made:
· The river from Wilfholme to Hull flows in the wrong direction and the main pumping station was at the Croda site, Stoneferry;

· It was not a simple case of dredging the river, as it is water coming up from the aquifer that causes the problems;

· It costs £16m to maintain each pumping station and there were 4 pumping stations;

· It is possible that a new drain might be cut and the only way to improve the situation was to pump water out of the river or to widen the river.

· If the riverbanks burst and farmland is flooded there is no compensation available to farmers;

· There is only limited finance available nationally and everyone has to apply for funding from that pot, as does the London tidal barrage and areas of Scotland and Wales.

Resolved – That the situation be monitored and that the Parish Council continue to support East Riding Council’s objections to the proposals in the draft strategy, as and when appropriate.

301.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – No items.
302.
MINUTES - Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on           5th January 2010 having been printed and previously circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



MATTERS ARISING

303.
Drain from White Lodge Cottage to the Whiting Works (Flooding Issue) - Further to Minute 269 the Clerk submitted the latest response from East Riding Council indicating that the roadside ditch was a riparian watercourse and therefore maintenance was the responsibility of the landowners on the south side of the ditch. The Council had, however, agreed to undertake remedial works to parts of the ditch on a non-prejudice basis. A Member reported that the Council had done a good job where the works had been carried out.

Resolved – That the report be noted.

304.
Broadgates Playing Field – Maintenance issues - Further to Minute 268 it was reported that the Member who had reported that more posts around the playing area had been removed and left on the football pitch had informed the Clerk that it was the wooden posts around the field that had been broken, not the metal ones as previously reported. Councillor Dunning undertook to check whether the wooden gate is being locked on non-match days and discuss the matter with the football club. Concern was again raised that cars had driven down the side of the playing field causing damage to the grass surface.

Resolved – That the situation be monitored.
305.
Dropped Kerbs - Further to Minute 266 it was reported that East Riding Council had indicated that it expected that the installation works should be completed by 31st March 2010. The Clerk reported that he had passed on Members concerns regarding safety issues to Ward Councillor Pollard and she had agreed to pursue the matter on the Council’s behalf.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
306.

Routine Matters – Community Pay Back – Further to Minute 295 the Clerk reported that he had contacted Humberside Probation Trust to discuss the possibility of the Community Pay Back scheme being used to carry out works at the Memorial Wood or clearing overgrowth in the field at the back of the playing field. A representative of the Trust had agreed to attend a site meeting on 11th February 2010 to assess whether the proposed works would be suitable for the scheme and to discuss what the implications would be for the Parish Council in terms of providing tools and equipment. East Riding Council had confirmed that whilst it carries out grass cutting at the Memorial Wood and also Fryars Copse the Parish Council was responsible for the boundary maintenance (boundary posts, fencing etc).

Resolved – That Councillor Hearne will attend the site meeting and report back.
307.
The Dogs Exclusion (Various Areas in the East Riding of Yorkshire) Order 2006 – Further to Minute 265 a letter was submitted from East Riding Council indicating that the implementation of the Order had been temporarily delayed pending the advertising of the Order in the press.  The signs already ordered by the Playing Fields Association would be installed by the Animal Warden Service following the implementation of the Order

Resolved – That the report be noted. 
308.
Village Community Safety Working Group – The Clerk reported that East Riding Council had confirmed that whilst it would not be possible for the Parish Council to have wireless connection to the Council’s internet site the Parish Council did have internet access from the points provided in the Village Hall. The Clerk had asked that the Officer from East Riding Council speak direct with Councillor Thomson regarding the internet provision so that there was no misunderstanding as to what was required in terms of the Parish Emergency Plan. 

Resolved – That the report be noted.

309.
New Parish Council Notice Boards – Further to Minute 296 Councillor Southern reported that quotations were in the process of being obtained for new Notice Boards for the three sites (Village Hall, Megson Way and the shelter at the Pond). 

Resolved – That the report be noted.
310.
COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS – Members welcomed PC J Turrell who had recently replaced PC Blake. PCSO Finon reported orally the crime figures for January 2010; that it was the intention to hold high visibility patrols in the village in the near future and that monitoring of the 40mph speed limit at Broadgates would continue. Members welcomed PC Turrell.

Resolved – That the report be noted.


EAST RIDING COUNCIL MATTERS
311.
Replacement Trees Outside 32 West End – East Riding Council had confirmed that two upright cherry type trees would be planted before 31st March 2010.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
312.

Standing Water alongside the Pond – East Riding Council had confirmed that the problem was due to leaves blocking the drainage channel and that on completion of clearing the leaves a further inspection would be carried out to see if any additional maintenance work was required.



Resolved – That the report be noted.
313.

Local Transport Plan 3 (2011-2026) – A copy of a newsletter received from East Riding Council was submitted inviting views on draft objectives contained in the draft Local Transport Plan 3 (2011-2026) by 31st March 2010.


Resolved – That East Riding Council be informed that Objective 6 (Support and encourage healthy lifestyles) might usefully include encouraging motorists not to leave their vehicles engines running whilst they are stationery.
314.

Survey – Anti Social Behaviour Review Panel – A copy of a questionnaire received from East Riding Council regarding anti social behaviour had been received and Members had been invited to a complete the form in advance of the meeting with a view to Clerk producing a composite reply on behalf of the Council. A Member referred to the noise disturbance caused by bird scarers being used on agricultural land during the hours of darkness.


Resolved – (a) That the Clerk submits a response based on the form returned, and (b) that a notice be included in the Village Newsletter asking farmers to check the operation of the bird scarer equipment to try to prevent them going off inadvertently during the hours of darkness so as to minimise disruption to residents, and that the message be also sent to the National Farmers Union to include in its own newsletter.
315.

Standards Committee – Nomination of a Parish Council Representative – Resolved – That this item be deferred to the next meeting.
316.

Use of Educational Premises for Community Use – A copy of the policy document obtained from East Riding Council was submitted. Members had requested the document at a previous meeting.


Resolved – (a) That the document be received, and (b) that the School Hall Management Committee’s be asked to check that it has the necessary public liability insurance in place as required by the policy document.
317.

Response on Planning Decisions – A copy of a response received from Ward Councillor Pollard explaining the decisions by Members of the Planning Sub-Committee on two recent planning applications in the village was read out at the meeting. A Member suggested that Councillor Pollard should be asked whether a copy of the letter was sent to the person whose application had been turned down. Members also expressed concern that planning applications should not be determined on a subjective basis on emotional circumstances of individual applicants but based on clear planning guidance.

Resolved – That a reply be sent to Ward Councillor Pollard indicating that the Parish Council does not accept the explanation as to why different decisions were taken by Members on two similar applications and that planning applications should be determined according to planning policy and guidance and not on emotional reasons.
318.
ASSET REGISTER – ANNUAL REVIEW – A report was submitted inviting the Council to review its current Asset Register. 


Resolved – That the Asset Register be approved as now amended and set out in the Appendix to these minutes.
319.
WALKINGTON NEWSLETTER – 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – It was reported that the Village Newsletter would be celebrating its 50th Anniversary at an event in the Village Hall on 15th May 2010.


Resolved – That a grant of £100 towards the refreshments at the 50th anniversary event on 15th May 2010 be approved.
320.
LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT – A copy of the response received from the Ministry of Defence to the Council’s concerns regarding noise disturbance from low flying aircraft was submitted.


Resolved – (a) That a letter be sent thanking the MoD for its response add supporting military personnel for the fine job that they are doing, and (b) that the MoD letter be published in the Village Newsletter.
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
321.
Applications Received – Resolved – That comments be forwarded to East Riding Council on the applications received as set out below:
	Application


	Comments

	(1)
3 Ferguson Road – erection of porch to front, roof alterations and extension to dormer at front and roof alterations to dormer at rear (Ref 10/00101)

	No observations  

	(2)
56 West End – Retention of detached garage (Ref 10/00097)
	No observations


322.
 Decisions Received – Resolved – That the decision of East Riding Council on the applications set out below be noted:
	Application


	Decision

	(1)
37 West End – Demolition and rebuilding of existing rear boundary wall (Ref 09/04732)
	Approved



 
TREES 
323.
Applications Received – Resolved – That it be noted that in line with its normal practice for responding to applications requiring observations in between meetings the views set out below had been submitted on the application listed, following consultation with Members:
	Application


	Comments

	(1)
The Old Rectory, 8 East End – to fell and prune trees       (STA 6842)
	No observations


324.
 Decisions – Resolved – That the decision of East Riding Council on the application set out below be noted:

	Application


	Decision

	(1)
Methodist Church, 5 West End – To fell a Cherry Laurel    (STA 6821)

	Approved



	(2)
20 Megson Way – To prune a Sycamore tree (STA 6804)
	Approved


325.

BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10 – A report was submitted monitoring income and expenditure against the approved budget for 2009/10.


Resolved – That the report be noted.   



ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

326. 
Income - Resolved - That it be noted that the following income has been received since the last meeting of the Council:



£


Photocopying – Age Concern






           2.40


Photocopying – School Hall Management Committee


           2.92

Etton Parish Council – SLCC subscription contribution

         
         23.00
327.

Balances - Resolved – That it be noted that the bank balances at 13th January 2010 amounted to £32,918.65 but that did not take into account any expenditure committed from the previous year or anticipated during the current year or the income reported at this meeting.  

328.

Payment of Invoices - Resolved – That the following payments be approved:


£


CommuniCorp – Local Councils Update - Subscription
   65.00

J Smith – Clerk’s salary (final quarter)
   1,127.33

HM Revenues and Customs - PAYE
  282.00


ERYC – Grounds maintenance
659.18

Walkington Newsletter – grant (Minute 319 above refers)
100.00

329.
VILLAGE ROADMAN – This item included was included on the Agenda at the request of the Chairman at the previous meeting (Minute 297 refers). 


Resolved – That this item be deferred to the next meeting.

MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS
330.
Playing Fields Association – The minutes of the meetings held on 18th November 2009 and 20th January 2010 were submitted.

Resolved – That the minutes be noted.

(Councillors Dixon, Dunning and Hearne declared an interest in the following Minute 331 as the representatives of the Parish Council on the School Hall Management Committee and remained in the meeting.)

331.
School Hall Management Committee – A letter dated 8th January 2010 was submitted from the Management Committee giving details of the apportionment of costs under the Joint Use Agreement for the period 1st September to 31st December 2009. A further letter dated   31st January 2010 from the Management Committee was circulated at the meeting drawing attention to the late notification of increased charges by East Riding Council and the action proposed by the Secretary to the Management Committee regarding the implementation of the increase.

Resolved – That the correspondence be noted.
332.
Youth Club Committee – A Member reported that the Youth Club had reopened on 15th January 2010.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
333.
Village Community Safety Working Group – A copy of the Members’ Emergency Plan file was distributed to those Members present at the meeting. It was reported that East Riding Council was circulating with the next East Riding News a booklet entitled ‘Get Ready for the Unexpected’ and it was suggested that when Members receive their copy they might wish to include it within the Emergency Plan file.

Resolved – That the report be noted.
334.
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) That the correspondence set out below be received:


(a)
East Riding of Yorkshire Council:

(i)  
Parish News – January 2010

(ii)

Council Summons – 13th January 2010

(iii)
Beverley Local Action Team Minutes – 11th January 2010.
(iv)
Community Cohesion Forum at Goole on 10th February 2010

(v)

Flood Liaison Group – Agenda for 5th February 2010
(b)

National Association of Local Councils Journal ‘The Clerk’ January 2010 and details of Leadership Academy events
(c)

Clerk & Councils Direct January 2010

(d)

Developing cycle tourism across the Yorkshire Wolds – Information event on 24th February 2010.

335.

ROUTINE MATTERS - The following matters were briefly discussed:

· Grass verge at East End – That a letter be sent to the proprietor selling eggs at the roadside asking if he can take steps to curtail customers from going on to the verges.

· School Crossing Patrol – The new notices put up both sides of the pond are a welcome safety measure.

· Dog litter – That a further notice be included in the Village Newsletter. 
· Mr J Thomson, Pipeman for Cambridge – Members expressed their congratulations upon the award.
· Redgates public footpath – The path is considered adequate for its purposes as a public footpath.

· Dangerous electricity manhole cover – That the broken cover outside the shop be reported.

· Parish Meeting 2010 – That advance notice of the Parish Meeting be published in the Village Newsletter.

· Dangerous parking in vicinity of the primary school – That the Police be informed of the dangers to child safety and problems to local residents posed by the indiscriminate parking of vehicles in the vicinity of the school at school pick-up times and that if necessary the Police should issue fixed penalty notices to deter the practice.

· Damage to grass verge in Townend Road – That the badly rutted verge be drawn to the attention of East Riding Council to ensure that it is repaired.

· Condition of footpaths – That the attention of East Riding Council be drawn to the condition of paths in Westfield Garth, Middlehowe Lane and also the lay by in Redgates which are badly in need of sweeping.

· Fly-tipping of soil and waste on highway verge – That the attention of East Riding Council be drawn to the three mounds of material deposited on the verge opposite Trophys Pet Foods.
336.
TIME OF NEXT MEETING – The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on     2nd March 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
WALKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Asset Register - As at 1st January 2010
	
	Valuation

(£)

	Land Holdings
	

	Pot and Ladle Pit, Beverley-Newbald road (1.1 acres)   (rental value - £300 per annum)


	1

	Far Forty, Riplingham Road (1 acre)
(rental value - £50 per annum)


	1

	Remembrance Wood, Middlehowe Road (2 acres) (formerly North Middlehowe Pit)


	1

	Fryers Copse, Hunsley Road (0.73 acres)
(formerly South Middlehowe Pit)


	1

	Townend Pit, junction of Townend Road and West End (2 acres)


	1

	Land north side of Crake Wells (0.25 acres)


	1

	Red Yats Paddock, Little Weighton Road (1.25 acres)


	1

	Land west side of Kirk Lane (0.25 acres)


	1

	Land west side of Little Weighton Road (1 acre)


	1

	Walkington Pond


	1

	Route of public right of way around pond and leading northwards from pond


	1

	Property
	

	10 public seats


	5,966.22

	3 picnic seats


	1,861.44

	2 wooden bus shelters: Elm Croft and East End (Autherd Garth)


	5,561.44

	Wooden shelter (alongside pond)


	7,000.00

	Metal and perspex Bus shelter, Broadgate


	8,286.93

	Wooden notice board outside Village Hall


	658.20

	Wooden notice board, Broadgate


	265.28

	Flag pole, Village Hall


	653.01

	3 litter bins


	1,295.03

	2 Stone Village Signs


	2,310.00

	Gates and fences, Fryers Copse


	1,060.72

	Fence at pond (2006)


	1,400.00

	Fence, Remembrance Wood


	447.43

	War Memorial, Church yard


	5,305.58

	War Memorial, Remembrance Wood


	663.22

	3 grit bins


	706.58

	3 filing cabinets


	540.75

	Additions since 1st January 2009
Nil
	 

	Deletions since 1st January 2009
Wooden notice board, west end of pond (depicting old Walkington) £265.28
	 


Approved at Council – 2nd February 2010
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