 Council

6th October 2009


WALKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
6TH OCTOBER 2009
VILLAGE HALL, WALKINGTON

Present: Councillors D. Drew (Chairman), Mrs C. Acum, C. Dixon, J. Drew, N. Dunning,        Mrs H. Hird, J. Johnson, G. Southern, Mrs V. Swann and J Thomson. 
Also present: J Smith (Clerk), PCSO J Finon (Humberside Police)
An apology for absence was submitted from Councillor K. Hearne.
 (Prior to the meeting representatives of Walkington Playing Fields Youth Group gave a presentation of their bid to East Riding Council for funding for the provision of a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the playing fields. Members congratulated the group on their excellent presentation and expressed their best wishes for a successful outcome to their funding bid.)
154.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Councillor Dunning declared an interest with regard to Minute 185 below in his capacity as a representative of the Parish Council on the School Hall Management Committee.
155.
CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman reported the receipt of a thank you card from Walkington Pre-School inviting Members to the official opening of the refurbished pavilion on 17th October 2009. 
156.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – No items.
157.
MINUTES - Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on           1st September 2009 having been printed and previously circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



MATTERS ARISING

158.
Routine Matters - Broadgates Playing Field – Further to Minute 124 refers a  response from East Riding Council was submitted stating that they had received an approach from a local resident indicating that there was strong local opinion that the fencing around the playing area should be removed irrespective of its condition. The Council had invited the Parish Council’s views. A resident was present at the meeting and at the invitation of the Chairman addressed the meeting on the concerns of residents regarding the fence; a container that had been placed on the site; the wooden gate near the car park not being closed resulting in cars being driven onto the playing field, and also litter. It was reported that local residents were seeking the Parish Council’s support in securing the removal of the fence and the container. A Member referred to discussions he had had with the football club who leased the site from East Riding Council and reported that significant improvements had recently been made by the Club with regard to cutting the playing field grass. Members indicated that it was difficult to comment on some matters because the Parish Council did not know what the Club’s obligations under the lease were in respect of maintaining the land.

Resolved – (a) That East Riding Council be asked for a copy of the lease granted to Mill Lane Football Club and to remind the Club of its obligation to lock the wooden gate, and (b) that the Chairman will visit the site to look at the issues raised by residents.
159.
Noise Disturbance Emanating from an Event at The Barn House – PCSO Finon reported orally, further to Minute 121, on discussions with the owner regarding the issues raised at the last meeting regarding parking problems. A letter dated 15th September 2009 received from a resident regarding events at the property in August was read out at the meeting. The letter stated that the residents considered that there had been no unreasonable noise or behaviour or other disturbance that would cause them concern.

Resolved – That the information be noted.
160.
Community Led Parish Planning DVD Launch – Further to Minute 139 it was reported that the event to be held on 23rd October 2009 had been postponed. 

Resolved – That the report be noted
161.

Routine Matters - Overgrown Thicket Adjacent to Bus Stop at Autherd Garth – Further to Minute 150 it was reported that the hedge had now been cut back.

Resolved – That the report be noted
162.
Routine Matters - Drain from White Lodge Cottage to the Whiting Works – Further to Minute 123 the Council was informed of the latest response from East Riding Council indicating that the Area Engineer would be contacted regarding the removal of the debris and trees from the ditch adjacent land owned by the East Riding Council.
 . 


Resolved – That the report be noted
163.
Routine Matters - Litter Prosecutions – Further to Minute 125 it was reported that East Riding Council intended to publish information in the East Riding News in the near future.

Resolved – That the report be noted
164.
Impact of Changes and Flood and Coastal Risk Management on Rural Communities - Further to Minute 126 attention was drawn to information (Fact Sheets) circulated by the Environment Agency for the meeting in Leeds on 14 September 2009 which was attached  elsewhere on the Agenda (Minute 187 below refers).


Resolved – That the report be noted.
165.
East Riding Council Matters - Pond Walkway – Further to Minute 130 it was reported that work was progressing but that the condition of the lateral supports had been found to be worse than anticipated.

Resolved – That the report be noted.

166.
Routine Matters – New Stone Village Signs – Winter Flower Display - Further to Minute 150 Councillor Dixon reported that he would arrange this.

Resolved – That Councillor Dixon and his wife be thanked for his kind offer and for maintaining the planters.
167.

COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS – Details of crime incidents recorded by the Police during September 2009 were reported orally.  It was also reported that PC R Blake was the new Beat Manager and that he would attend the next meeting. PCSO Finon advised Members that if she was notified prior to any particular meeting that the attendance of the Police would be helpful a representative of the Police would attend.


Resolved – That the report be received.

EAST RIDING COUNCIL MATTERS 
168.
Non-Attendance of Ward Councillors – It was noted that no Ward Councillor was present to provide feedback on East Riding Council matters or issues raised by this Council. Members acknowledged that there was no requirement for Ward Members to attend Parish Council meetings but welcomed occasional attendance as it allowed matters to be raised direct with Ward Members.


Resolved  - That the Clerk report to the next meeting on the last time a Ward Councillor attended a meeting of the Parish Council together with a list of issues raised with East Riding Council that are still outstanding.
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
169.
Applications Received - Resolved - That comments be forwarded to East Riding Council on the applications received as set out below:
	Application


	Comments

	(1)
The Manor House Hotel, Walkington Heads – Erection of single storey extension to side and rear with attached triple garage, following demolition of existing extensions (Ref 09/03466)

	No observations



	(ii) 
13 Autherd Garth – Erection of a single storey extension to side and rear to include garage and dormer window to rear, following demolition of existing and creation of new vehicular access (Ref 09/03496)

	No observations




170.
 Decisions Received – Resolved - That the decision of East Riding Council on the applications set out below be noted:
	Application


	Decision

	(1)

The Ridings, The Haven - Outline Residential development (all matters reserved) (Ref 09/02277)

	Application withdrawn.

	(2)
6 Lodge Cottages, Broadgates – Erection of a  two storey extension to rear and single storey extension to side following demolition of existing conservatory (ref 09/02724)


	Approved


171.
The Ridings, The Haven – Erection of 5 Detached Dwellings Following Outline Permission (Ref 09/02399) – A copy of comments received from a resident of Megson Way regarding access arrangements was submitted. It was reported that the Planning Department had been contacted regarding the comments and had indicated that the outline planning approval made no reference to a separate access and that the Highways section had indicated that the use of Megson Way by construction traffic was acceptable on highway grounds. A Member reported that he had contacted East Riding Council and had been informed that the Highways section intended to photograph Megson Way before any works commenced and would monitor the situation and that any damage would be rectified by the developer.

Resolved – That the report be noted
  
TREES 
172.
Tree Survey, Home Farm Close, Saunders Lane -   Further to Minute 135 it was reported that East Riding Council’s Tree section had indicated that they did not undertake tree surveys for parish councils and therefore an approach had been made to M Waller Tree Consulting who had given a quotation in the sum of £200.00 for carrying out the tree survey. Following consultation with the Chairman Mr Waller had been asked to carry out the survey.  The Clerk had met Mr Waller on site to discuss boundary issues and that it had been hoped that the survey report might have been received in time for this meeting, but unfortunately this had not been the case. The survey report would now be submitted to the next meeting.

Resolved – That the report be noted and the action taken in requesting a tree survey by M Waller Tree Consulting be endorsed.
173.
Applications Received - Resolved - That comments be forwarded to East Riding Council on the applications received as set out below:

	Application


	Comments

	(1) 
Littlegarth, 34A East End – To fell one Rowan tree at front (Ref STA 6636)

	No observations


	(2)
14 Saunders Lane – To prune one sycamore at front (Ref STA 6641)

	No observations


	(3)
22 East End – To prune one Turkey Oak Tree at front (Ref STA 6648)
	No observations


	(4)
31 West End – To prune 1 Willow Tree and two Sycamore Trees (Ref STA 6652)

	No observations


	(5)
42 Northgate – To fell Conifer Trees and crown lift trees at rear (Ref STA 6690)

	No observations



174.
Decisions - Resolved - That the decision of East Riding Council on the applications set out below be noted:

	Application


	Decision

	(1)
Walkington Playing Fields, off Beech View – Prune a tree (Ref STA 6552)

	Approved



	(2)
30 West End – To fell 5 trees (Ref STA 6624 
	No objection




175.
Overgrown Elder Trees adjoining Footpath towards the Playing Field – A Member reported that concerns had been raised by a resident regarding 2 overgrown Elder trees on land owned by Albanwise.


Resolved – That the matter be brought to the attention of Albanwise.
176.
ERNLLCA - COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME - Resolved – That the information be received.
177.
NHS EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE – MEETINGS WITH PARISH COUNCILS – A letter was submitted from the Chairman, NHS East Riding of Yorkshire seeking a meeting with parish councils regarding health issues that matter to the Parish Council and its community.

Resolved – That the Clerk contact neighbouring Parish Councils (Bishop Burton and North Newbald) regarding a possible joint meeting.
178.
EAST RIDING COUNCIL – FLOOD LIAISON GROUP – A letter was submitted from East Riding Council inviting the Parish Council to appoint a representative to its Flood Liaison Group. The inaugural meeting was to be held on 19th October 2009.


Resolved – That Councillor Thomson attend the Flood Liaison Group.
179.
EAST RIDING LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 2009 – Details were submitted of this conference to be held at the Bridlington Spa on 25th November 2009.

Resolved – That Councillors Southern and Swann be authorised to attend.
180.

BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10 – A report was submitted monitoring income received and expenditure incurred as at September 2009 and also projected income and expenditure for the remainder of the financial year against the approved budget for 2009/10.


Resolved – That the report be noted.


ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

181. 
Income - Resolved - That it be noted that the following income has been received since the last meeting of the Council:



£


East Riding Council – Precept (2nd instalment)
13,000.00


Barclays Bank – Interest 31st August 2009
1.44


Photocopying (School Hall Management Committee)
1.72
182.
Balances - Resolved – That it be noted that the bank balances at 11th September 2009 amounted to £44,020.79 but that did not take into account any expenditure committed from the previous year or anticipated during the current year or the income reported at this meeting.  

183.

Payment of Invoices - Resolved – (a) That the following payments be approved:



£


T Eling – Grass cutting public footpaths (2nd cut)
  310.50


J. Smith – postages (April-September) and mileage (July-September)
39.00

Sherwood & Waudby Charity (rent for bus shelter £25 and allotments £150)
175.00

United Carlton Office Systems Ltd - Photocopier
55.71
(b) that it be noted that the grant of £2,500.00 to Walkington Methodist Church had been paid since the last meeting following the receipt of copy invoices and (c) that further to Minute 172 above the Clerk be authorised to pay an invoice from M Waller Tree Consulting in the sum of £200.00 in the event that it is received before the next Council meeting.



MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
184.
Playing Field Association – It was reported that the Pre-School Group had posted to the Clerk copy invoices together with a letter of assurance as to future funding from the Playing Fields Association to enable consideration to be given to releasing the grant payment of £5,000.00 previously approved by the Council. Unfortunately that information had not been received and arrangements were being made for further copies to be supplied. An official opening of the refurbished pavilion was to take place on 17th October 2009. The Chairman on behalf of Members thanked Councillor Acum and Members of the Committee for their endeavours.


Resolved – That the report be noted, (b) that the Clerk be authorised to release the grant payment of £5,000.00 to Walkington Pre-School Group upon the receipt of the copy invoices and assurance from the Playing Fields Association regarding future funding, and (c) that a letter be sent to Royal Mail regarding the postal delays being experienced in the area with particular reference to the correspondence from the Pre-School Group which was not received.

185.
School Hall Management Committee – The Agenda for the School Hall Management Committee held on 6th October 2009 was submitted. It was reported that the hall was fully booked throughout the week and on Saturdays with only Sundays being available for hire. It was also reported that the Committee had requested a copy of the Parish Council’s views regarding VAT repayments and also the timescale for the submission of any grant application for 2009/10. The Council was reminded that with regard to VAT it had been agreed following joint discussions that the Management Committee would enquire whether it could submit its own repayment claims direct to Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise. Also the Council had previously informed the Management Committee that it should adhere to the terms of the agreement which established the Committee and submit estimates of income and expenditure for the following year to the Parish Council by 1st October each year. This was to ensure that the Parish Council had all funding information prior to it considering its own estimates and precept. The opportunity was taken to clarify the Council’s intentions regarding the submission of grant applications for 2009/10 by other groups within the parish.





Resolved – (a) That the information be received; (b) that a copy of the Council’s views regarding VAT repayments be sent to the Secretary and Chairman to the School Hall Management Committee; (c) that the Secretary and Chairman to the School Hall Management Committee be informed that estimates of income and expenditure and supporting information should be submitted in time for the next meeting of the Council on 3rd November 2009, and (d) that a notice be published in the Village Newsletter informing groups that any applications for funding for 2009/10 shall be submitted by 31st December 2009.
186.
Youth Club Committee – Representatives had met the Mrs J Brewis, Head of the Youth Service, East Riding Council to discuss service provision following the recent closure of the Youth Club. The Council was seeking to fill the vacant Youth Leader post but the recruitment process meant that it could be some time before the Club could re-open. Mrs Brewis had undertaken to investigate whether there was any possibility of making some interim arrangements and had promised to get back to the representatives by the end of the week. 

Resolved – That if no response is received by 9th October 2009 a letter be sent to Councillor P Peacock, Portfolio holder for Children, Young People and Schools, East Riding Council expressing the Council’s concerns at the closure of the Youth Club.
187.
Village Community Safety Working Group – The proposed meeting on 21st September 2009 had not taken place due to Members not being available. Councillor Thomson had however discussed with Mr J Saunders the telephone facilities in the Village Hall and the provision of an extension point could be arranged at a small cost, subject to the Village Hall Management Committee agreeing to the work being carried out. It was proposed to hold a meeting of the Working Group on 9th November 2009 at 7.30pm in Councillor Thomson’s home. A copy of the final Training DVD received from Humber Emergency Planning Service was handed to Mr Thomson.

Resolved – (a) That the report be noted, and (b) that approval be given to the cost of providing a telephone extension point in the Village Hall.
188.
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) That the correspondence set out below be received:


(a)

East Riding of Yorkshire Council:





(i)

Council Summons for 7th October 2009 and Agenda for Standards Committee of 21st September 2009




(ii)

SureStart Newsletter – Hand in Hand (Autumn 2009)




(iii)
Parish News – September and October 2009 (copy circulated)






(iv)
Play Area Annual Inspections




(v)

Joint Local Access Forum Agenda – 16th September 2009




(vi)
Beverley Local Action Team Agenda – 5th October 2009




(vii)
Equality and Diversity Monthly Newsletter – October 2009 (copy circulated)




(viii) 
Standards Committee Annual Report 2008-09

(b)
Environment Agency – Fact sheets (copy circulated)
 
(c)
Society of Local Council Clerks – The Clerk – September 2009


(d)
LCR – Autumn 2009


(e)
Local Councils Update – September 2009 (copy circulated)

(f)
Humberside Police – Confidence and Satisfaction survey – That Members complete and return an individual questionnaire form if they so wish.

189.
The Dogs Exclusion (Various Areas in the East Riding of Yorkshire) Order 2006 – A letter was submitted indicating that on 26th July 2009 East Riding Council had approved the above Order to exclude dogs from certain specified sites including fully enclosed children’s play areas which include play equipment. The Order provided the mechanism whereby the body responsible for the specified site may apply it subject to following the procedure detailed in the legislation. The letter identified Beech View Playing Fields and asked the responsible owner to contact the Health & Safety Manager if they wished to implement the Order so that he could forward the relevant details of how to proceed, together with the signage costs. Members commented that the letter made no reference to All Hallows Churchyard which the Parish Council had previously asked the Council to include within the Order and also that they were under the impression that East Riding Council would provide the necessary signage.

Resolved – (a) That a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Playing Fields Association as owners of the Beech View Playing Fields, and (b) that clarification be sought as to whether All Hallows Church Yard is included in the Order and also regarding the signage arrangements.

190.

ROUTINE MATTERS - The following matters were briefly discussed:

· Dangerous condition of footpath in Northgate – Refer to East Riding Highways
· East Riding Library Van parking on the highway – Raise with East Riding Council
· Parking of vehicles on grass verges in the village – Refer to East Riding Highways
· School Notice Board – This is not available for public notices
· Right of way alongside Mill Cottage – A “No Exit from footpath” sign to be displayed on finger post. 
· Speeding vehicles – Beverley Road (Broadgates) – The Police to be asked to monitor speed levels again
· Toucan Crossing, Walkington Traffic lights – Sticking button to be reported to East Riding Highways 
191.
TIME OF NEXT MEETING – The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on     3rd November 2009 at 7.30pm.
105

