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WALKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
2ND JUNE 2009
VILLAGE HALL, WALKINGTON

Present: Councillors D Drew (Chairman), Mrs C Acum, C. Dixon, J. Drew, N Dunning,             K. Hearne, Mrs H. Hird, G. Southern and Mrs V. Swann. 
Also present: J Smith (Clerk)
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Johnson and Thomson. 
46.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – There were no declarations 
47.
CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS - There were no announcements. 
48.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING – Mr J Craig, East Riding of Yorkshire Council addressed Members regarding affordable housing schemes. Members informed Mr Craig that the Council had previously devoted a lot of time in connection with a previous proposal by the Joseph Rowntree Trust but that scheme had not proceeded and that more recently the Planning Authority had turned down a planning application that aimed to provide some affordable houses. Members suggested that the East Riding Council might wish to look at the redevelopment opportunities regarding properties at Broadgates no longer required by Bishop Burton College of Agriculture and also proposals previously proposed by the Sherwood and Waudby Charity. The Chairman, on behalf of Members, thanked Mr Craig for his attendance.
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION –  

(Councillor Acum declared a personal interest in the following item (Minute 49) in her capacity as a representative of the Parish Council on the Playing Fields Association and took no part in the discussion or decision thereon).

49. 
Grant Application – Walkington Pre-School – A report was submitted on an application for financial assistance from Walkington Pre-School towards the cost of refurbishing the pavilion. A representative of the Pre-School Group was present and, at the invitation of the Council, addressed Members on the proposals.

Resolved – (a) That a grant of £5,000 be approved towards the cost of the works to the pavilion conditional upon the Playing Field Association agreeing to set some funding aside each year for continuing improvements at the end of the estimated ten year life of the works now proposed and (b) that payment be released upon the supply to the Clerk of copy invoices for that amount, and (c) that the grant be met from the Council’s reserves.



(Councillor Acum left the meeting at 8.30pm during the discussion of the following item).

50
Walkington Playing Fields Improvement Plans – Update - A representative of the Playing Fields Association was present and, at the invitation of the Council, updated Members with regard to the Association’s improvement proposals and also an informal offer made by an Architect that a client was willing to provide a new pavilion building for the Association as a planning gain. Members indicated that they were could not give any indication as to their views on an offer that was conditional on the Council supporting a planning application, especially as no planning application had yet been submitted. 

It was also reported, further to Minute 18, that notification had been received that the Association’s application for funding under the Play Pathfinder Scheme had been approved by East Riding Council although the amount of funding had not yet been determined.


Members also discussed issues regarding waste that is left at times at the gates at the entrance to the pavilion. It was suggested that the waste was not left by the Pre-School group. It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Playing Field Committee asking that when they have activities on the playing field they arrange for the subsequent removal of any rubbish.

51.
MINUTES - Resolved – That the minutes of the annual meeting of the Council held on           5th May 2009 having been printed and previously circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



MATTERS ARISING

52.
Dates of Meetings 2009/10 – Further to Minute 8 it was reported that the Methodist Hall might not be available on 1st December 2009 due to the access improvement works due to be carried out later in the year. Resolved - That the situation be reviewed at the meeting on       3rd November 2009. 
53.
Routine Matters - Drain from White Lodge Cottage to the Whiting Works – Further to Minute 11 it was reported that a reply had been received from East Riding Council indicating that the ditch was not a highway ditch and was therefore the responsibility of the riparian owners. In response the Clerk had informed East Riding Council that the longest part of the ditch adjoined the Broadgates playing field which they owned and also querying whether the Council had any duties under environmental legislation to remove rubbish on land adjoining the highway. A response was awaited. A Member reported that he had personally seen water in the ditch rise to the level of the road. 

Resolved – That a letter be sent to Ward Member Councillor Parnaby requesting that action is taken to clear the ditch
54.

Trees – Further to Minute 24(b) the Clerk reported orally on the comments received from East Riding Council’s Tree Officer regarding the preservation and replacement of Sycamore trees.


Resolved – That the report be received.
55.
Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement - Further to Minute 29 a copy of Annual Return certified by the Audit Commission was circulated at the meeting. The Commission had certified that in their opinion the information contained in the Annual Return was in accordance with their requirements and no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met. The Commission had however brought to the Council’s attention the reporting of travel expenses within the return and the timing of increases in the Council’s Fidelity insurance cover. Members were assured by the Clerk’s statement that both these matters would be addressed prior to the next Annual Return.

Resolved - That the report be noted  
56.
Humber Playing Fields Association – Further to Minute 27 a response received from the HFPA was reported 

Resolved – That the matter be referred to the Walkington Playing Fields Association.

57.
Village Improvement Scheme - Stone Trough at Village Pond – Further to Minute 43 it was reported that the invoice had been received from the contractor prior to the letter requesting removal of the trough had been sent and, following consultation with the Chairman it was agreed that the letter should not be sent pending further discussion at this meeting. Members commented that the trough was not made of York stone as specified in the quotation for the work.

Resolved – (a) That approval be given to the payment of the sum of £9,515 in full and final payment for the works, and (b) that it be noted that arrangements will be made for the removal of the stone trough for safety reasons.
58.
Bottle Bank – Broadgates – Further to Minute 17 a Member reported that the Bottle Bank had not yet been provided. 

Resolved – That East Riding Council be asked to confirm when the Bottle Bank will be provided.
59.
Routine Matters – 40 MPH Speed Limit – Speed Checks – Further to minute 41 it was reported that the Police had confirmed that they will be undertaking speed checks to enforce the new 40 MPH speed limit.


Resolved – That the report be received.

60.
EAST RIDING COUNCIL MATTERS – No items.
61.

COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS – Details of crime incidents recorded by the Police during May 2009 were reported.



Resolved – That the report be received.
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
62.
Applications Received – No applications.
63.
 Decisions Received - Resolved – (a) That the decision of the Planning Authority on the following application be noted:

	Application


	Decision

	(i)
23 Westfield Garth – Erection of porch to front, single storey extension to side and detached double garage (Revised description) (ref 09/00936) 

	Approved




  
TREES 
64.
Applications Received - Resolved - That comments be forwarded to East Riding Council on the applications received as set out below:

	Application


	Comments

	(i) 
Orchard House, 53 West End – To fell 1 Ash tree and reduce height of Hawthorne hedge (Ref STA 6455)


	That the application be referred to the Tree Officer for determination.



	(ii) 
3 Hayward Close – To fell 1 Sycamore tree  (Ref STA 6460)


	That the application be referred to the Tree Officer for determination.


65.
Decisions - Resolved - That the decision of East Riding Council on the application set out below be noted:

	Application


	Decision

	(i) 
Walkington House, Townend Road – To fell 1 Sycamore tree (Ref STA 6402)


	Approved



	(ii)
Outside 24 East End – To prune 2 Sycamores (Ref STA 6417)
	Part refused and part granted.


66.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP 2009/10 – Further to Minute 19 it was reported that East Riding Council’s Footpaths Section had confirmed that the information reported at the last meeting of the Parish Council as to how the scheme now operated was correct. The Parish Council had an allocated budget and it was for the Council to decide how to best use it. If the costs exceeded the allocation the difference would have to be met by the Parish Council. When the scheme was first introduced it was totally funded by the Countryside Commission and money was made available for whatever works were necessary. That funding was no longer available and the money now came from East Riding Council who had allocated the available funding equitably between parishes participating in the scheme.  It had been suggested that one matter for the Parish Council to decide was whether the paths (or all paths) needed 3 cuts during the growing season. It has been suggested that well used paths would soon be trodden over and therefore may not need cutting, or not as frequently as less used paths. One way suggested for reducing the cost was to look to volunteers (providing them with equipment and materials) allowing the available funding to be aimed at more important works.  As agreed at the previous meeting the Council’s application was on the basis that this year the Council would undertake 3 cuts of the footpath network in the parish. Should any replacement signs be required etc they would have to be identified for possible work next year. Members commented that the contractor had not yet started cutting paths within the parish.

Resolved – (a) That written representations be sent to East Riding Council that the maintenance of public footpaths should not be conditional upon funding from the government and that this Council considers that East Riding Council should make appropriate budgetary provision as part of its public service to provide funding for maintenance of the public footpath network in a rural parishes, and (b) that the Clerk request the contractor to carry out the first cut as soon as possible.
67.
LAND ADJOINING PLAYING FIELD – ALBANWISE – At its meeting on 3rd March 2009 the Council agreed to finalise the outstanding agreement between the Parish Council and Albanwise regarding land adjoining the playing field and to pay the rental arrears (Minute 356 refers) but instructed that an item be included on the Agenda for the Parish Council in May 2009 to review the continuation of the agreement. A Member reported that some residents had been undertaking some tidying up of the area. In response to comments that the area would need the use of some heavy cutting equipment to make an improvement Councillor Dunning indicated that he would see if it was possible to get any of his equipment on to the site. The Chairman reminded Members that the Playing Fields Association had indicated that it did not want any involvement with any part of the land and would accept no responsibility for any trees on the land. 

Resolved -The continuation of the rental agreement be reviewed in twelve months’ time 
68.

BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10 – Resolved – That the report now submitted monitoring income and expenditure against the approved budget for 2009/10 be noted.


ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

69. 
Income - Resolved - That it be noted that no income has been received since the last meeting of the Council:

70.
Balances - Resolved – That it be noted that the bank balances at 13th May 2009 amounted to £44,298.02 that did not take into account any expenditure committed from the previous year or anticipated during the current year.  

71.

Payment of Invoices - Resolved – That the following payments be approved:




         
 £


S J Wride – Village improvement scheme
9,515.00



MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
72.
Playing Field Association – A copy of the minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2009 was submitted for Members’ information.
73.
School Hall Management Committee – A copy of the Agenda for the meeting held on 12th May 2009 was submitted for Members’ information.
74.
Youth Club Committee – Councillor Hird reported orally on the activities of the Youth Club since the last meeting.    

75.
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) That the correspondence set out below be received:


(a)
East Riding of Yorkshire Council:



(i)
Winter Services Review 2009/10 – Any comments by 30th June 2009.



(ii)
Agenda for Annual Meeting 7th May 2009



(iii)
Register of Electors – June 2009 Update 



(iv)
SureStart Magazine ‘Hand in Hand’ Spring 2009 



(v)
Parish News May 2009 (copy circulated) 


(vi)
Beverley Local Action Team – Minutes of 14th May 2009 (copy circulated)


(b)
The Clerk – Journal of the Society of Local Council Clerks - May 2009.
76.

ROUTINE MATTERS - The following matters were briefly discussed:

· Speeding traffic on Little Weighton Road from corner with Kirk Lane
· Volume of traffic passing through village posing potential threat to safety of pedestrians

· A Notice Board is available at the School for public notices

· Stone village signs – photograph to be arranged following flower planting

· Broadgates Bus Shelter – Vandalised Perspex panel to be replaced and a notice to be included in the Village Newsletter reminding parents that the cost of such vandalism in the village has to be paid for by the Parish Council
· Broadgates Playing Field – Vandalised Changing Hut and overgrown access path at western end of the playing field -That these matters be brought to the attention of East Riding Council as landowner

· Signing of resurfacing works

· Ivy clad trees in Kirk Lane – Reference to East Riding Council to be pursued             (Minute 42 refers)

· Dangerous driving by Motorcyclists at Walkington Traffic Lights – That the matter be brought to the attention of the Police

· Condition of pond pathway

· Bus sign and timetable for Autherd Garth bus shelter – Reminder to be sent to East Riding Council
· Need for ‘Stop’ sign at top of Kirk Lane – Reminder to be sent to East Riding Council

· Litter prosecutions – That East Riding Council be asked whether there has ever been a prosecution (including fixed penalty notice) in respect of a littering offence in the East Riding

77.
Provision of Drop-Down Kerbs – It was reported that East Riding Council had indicated that funding was currently available for the provision of the agreed kerbs in the village, that it was hoped the work would be carried out before the end of September 2009 but that no timescale could be confirmed at present. 

Resolved – That the report be noted.
78.
Financial Assistance – Methodist Church – A letter of thanks was submitted.

79.
TIME OF NEXT MEETING  (VILLAGE WALKABOUT) – Resolved – That the next meeting of the Parish Council on 7th July 2009 shall commence at 7.00pm to be followed by a village walkabout.
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