Village Improvements Committee

18th April 2006


VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE
TUESDAY 18th APRIL 2006

28 NORTHGATE, WALKINGTON

Present: Councillors Drew, Dunning, Johnson and Southern.

Also present: G Hall (Clerk).
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
364.
Resolved that Councillor Drew be elected Chairman of this Committee for the current municipal year.

ROLE OF COMMITTEE
365.
It was reported that the Committee was set up to consider the project for village improvements and make recommendations to the Council. The Committee did not have the authority to make decisions itself.

FINANCIAL POSITION

366.
It was reported that the Council had included an amount of £10,000 in the budget for the current year for this project. That amount anticipated that a grant of £5,000 would be forthcoming from East Riding Council. It now seemed likely that the grant would be for only 25% of the cost of the project (£2,500). The Clerk suggested that, bearing in mind the reserves that the Council had at present, the Council would be able to fund a project at the original budget of £10,000.

Recommended to Council (a) that the overall cost of the improvement project be fixed at £10,000;
(b) that the project be carried out in stages so that a check on costs can be made as the scheme proceeds.

VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS – POND AREA
367.
The Committee considered the areas where improvements should take place. In previous discussions within the Council, it had always been suggested that improvements would take place at the western end of the pond and at Townend Pit, although this had been on the basis of more money being available for the project.

Councillor Dunning reported that a village resident, at their own expense, had asked a Yorkshire in Bloom judge to walk around the village and identify areas that might need improving if the village was to enter that competition. The results were useful, even if the Council was not to take part in Yorkshire in Bloom. The judge had particularly emphasised the pond area as the focal point of the village.

Recommended to Council (a) that the first stage of improvements be focussed on the pond area;

(b) that the following works be identified:


West End of Pond

(1) Lift, re-lay and clean existing flagstones;

(2) Provide new bollards around the area;

(3) The long jump distance be highlighted on the ground;

(4) A planter to be placed between the long jump and the road;
(5) A wooden shelter at the rear of the area to house the notice boards which could be improved as an educational device;

(6) Move single litter bin to eastern end of pond

(7) Additional seat to be provided


Pond Area

(1) Place second island in pond;

(2) Remove ivy from trees in vicinity of waterfall;

(3) Plants to be introduced that would not be eaten by ducks
(4) Improve and paint fence around rear of pond.


East End of Pond

(1) Plants to be introduced that would not be eaten by ducks;

(2) Make feature of entrance gate, possibly kissing-gate;

(3) Better quality seat to be provided on concrete base;

(4) Move double litter bin to western end of pond.
(c) that the Pond Committee be kept informed of the scheme;

(d) that local contractors be asked to submit quotations for the works.

VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS – TOWNEND PIT

368.
The Committee considered possible improvements to Townend Pit. Suggestions proposed included 

· Replacing the fence from Saunders lane;

· Removing brambles and briars and replace with a post and rail fence;

· Improving condition of hedge

· Providing an entrance from West End (with appropriate guard rails);

· Creating paths within the site;

· Renewing the football goalpost;

· Involving village organisations in any future schemes.

It was agreed that there were insufficient funds at present to carry out a full scheme at Townend Pit, although some elements could be carried out now.

Recommended to Council that the hedge around Townend Pit be improved and Bishop Burton College be asked if they can arrange for the hedge to be laid.

PROGRESSING WORKS
369.
Recommended to Council (a) that this Committee be given delegated authority to accept any quotations or tenders;

(b) that this Committee be authorised to take any decisions regarding the implementation of schemes (including minor amendments) once elements of the scheme have been approved by the Council.
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